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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The first sentence of the specification requires a cross-reference to the 
counterpart PCI application; see 37 CFR 1.78 and MPEP § 201.11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear how amino acids, or its derivatives are prepared when R"* can be a 
heterocyclic group. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Li et al., 
Journal of organometallics 665 (2003) 250-257. 
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The rejected claims cover a process for producing an optically active p-amino 
acid derivative of the formula (2): 

Q 0 

(2) 

which comprises reacting an a,p-unsaturated carboxylic acid derivative of the 
formula (1): 



R< 0 




with an amine or a salt thereof, in the presence of a chiral catalyst and in the 
presence or absence of an acid. 

The claims also cover the following compounds and preparation thereof, usinf a 
process of the instant invention: 




See definitions in the claims 
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With regard to the above embodiments, Li teaches the following process 
conducted with diphosphine ligands 



af^i^arkoviirkov Mdikovhiieov 
Scheme 1. Hydirc^nunation of an olefin. 



See page 251 . 

Specifically, the process is done in reference with the following amines and 
unsaturated carboxylic acid derivatives of the following table 2: 
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See page 254, specifically, entries 1-7 and 11. 

The examiner notes that compound 1 1 anticipates the compounds of claim 6. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Karl J. Puttlitz whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
0645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman K. Page, can be reached at telephone number (571 ) 272-0602. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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